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News   

“A pilgrimage together, hand-in-hand”: Churches Together in England celebrates 30 
years. On 1 September 2020, Churches Together in England (CTE) celebrated the 

30th anniversary of its formation. In September 1987, churches 
from across these islands gathered at Swanwick, Derbyshire, and 
made the decision to form the new instruments. On the CTE web-
site (https://cte.org.uk/Groups/276931/Home/About/
Our_history/Why_and_how/Why_and_how.aspx) you can read 
the story of the process that enabled The British Council of 
Churches to transition to the new ecumenical instruments in the 
four nations of these islands — Irish, Welsh, Scots and English, to-

gether with Churches Together in Britain and Ireland (then The Council of Churches 
for Britain and Ireland).  
 
Richard Gamble has spent the last 16 years bringing to fruition a vision God gave 
him to build a monument about Jesus that would be twice the height of the Angel of 
the North.. The idea was to build a national landmark about Jesus, composed of a 
million bricks, with each brick linked to an answered prayer. He 
is now in a position where he’s been given land worth £1.7 mil-
lion and only a few weeks ago the highest authority in the land 
granted planning permission. Construction on the project is ex-
pected to begin in 2021 with completion in Autumn 2022. Share your story now at 
www.eternalwall.org.uk/testimony  
 
Would you want Jesus in your car? Jesus is the fifth most popular choice among well
-known people to be chosen as a dream car passenger.  The actor and comedian Ste-
phen Fry was voted above Sir David Attenborough, Sir Winston Churchill and Elvis 
Presley as the most wanted for company on a road trip.  Listed were 1. Stephen 
Fry  2. Sir David Attenborough 3. Sir Winston Churchill 4. Elvis Presley 5. Jesus Christ 
6. Peter Kay 7. Billy Connolly 8. David Bowie 9. Jeremy Clarkson 10. Michael Palin.  
Half of the 16,400 people surveyed said that they would want a friend or relative as 
their dream passenger. Romantic relationships ranked top in the family and friend 
league tables, with wives, husbands and partnerships taking spots in the top three. 
Nearly two-fifths of those who voted for family and friends would want to have their 
wives next to them, while 12 per cent asked for their husbands. The survey was un-
dertaken by the AA.  
 
The latest version of the monthly mailing of news from Churches Together in England 
is now available at: www.cte.org.uk/news .  
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Events (Many of the events listed below are virtually based) 

 
Covid-19 may have caused some major disruptions this year, but one thing it won’t disrupt is the Premier Digital 
Conference, This year's conference will be held ONLINE and will feature top keynote speakers, and most important-
ly we will provide the guidance and tools needed, to help navigate through the new normal ‘hybrid’ approach to 
church life.For the first time, you have the option to pay what you want for your standard ticket!.So grab your spot 
today! https://premierchristianmedia.co.uk/16DQ-71JRX-NNNB2N-46ZW73-1/c.aspx  

 
 
A virtual conference for Christians, churches and leaders in the U.K. Access fresh in-
sights on Digital, Culture, Influence and Innovation. Access Now is a new virtual con-
ference brought to you by Stronger Network. The 3 day conference, from Sept 23-25, 
will give you the chance to watch 15 different sessions from speakers passionate 
about building you up and impacting society through the church! Get all of this for 
just £5! Early Bird offer available for a limited time.   
 
 
 

 
An update with a list of regular prayer room meetings happening in Taun-
ton. Everyone is really welcome to join any of these as the body of Christ joins from 
churches across Taunton and beyond to seek His face.  
1) Monday - Friday 30min 'pre-work prayer session' daily at 8am on zoom: Zoom 
ID: 816 2601 1199, Password: 066240 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81626011199?
pwd=iqITR9-fQ4tcwD444IDoYLxfMiDZBw 
2) 'Pursuit in the park' - Meeting in person (socially distanced) near the barn at Lon-
grun Meadow (TA1 5AT) 7- 8pm for prayer and worship. Bring a brolly if it's raining.  
3) Sunday Evenings 'Pursuit online' with Chris Sampson @8:30pm.  Live prayer and 
worship on Facebook and YouTube live links here, check social media pages for up-
dates of any changes. www.facebook.com/
pursuitprayer   www.worshipawaken.com/index.php/pursuit   
4) AWAKEN Young Adults (18-30s) bible study & social: meeting on Tuesday 
evenings outside email or check social media for locations and de-
tails:  www.facebook.comWorshipAwaken  awakensomerset@gmail.com  
 

A breath of fresh air A weekly pause for reflection created by the chaplains for Community 

and Mental Health Somerset NHS FT. Every Thursday from 13.00 – 13.15 Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://zoom.us/j/95358210013?pwd=N2lrLzRLK3RaaElnQmxZR3o3K1dMdz09 Meeting ID: 

953 5821 0013 Passcode: 3V58Kn. You are invited to quietly reflect or bring with you the fol-

lowing items to join in: An electric candle (or a real one if you are able to light this safely) - A 

shawl, blanket or coat  - 6 small objects in the rainbow colours: red, yellow, orange, green, 

blue, purple 

The NHS Chaplaincy Team have produced a video called ‘The Apple Tree Project’ - take a look at https://youtu.be/
q6eWBLDLqC0  
 
Sunday 20th September: International Peace Day 2-3pm in the Ammerdown Gardens. What makes peace possi-
ble? Some thoughts and music, reflecting on what we are learning in these extraordinary times about living togeth-
er peacefully on our planet.  
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STOP PRESS   

 

 

Opportunity to  
develop a new 
way of working 

with churches and 
groups across 

Somerset. 
 
 
 
Churches Together in 
Somerset are looking 
at appoint a new 
County Ecumenical 
Officer . 
 
 
If you would like 
more details contact 
Alan  Dixon on  01249 
323475 or email scto-
gether@outlook.com   
 
 
Details in the  
Opportunities section 
of this newsletter 
 

 
Are you the  
inspiring person 
for this role? 

 

Opportunities. 
 
Churches Together in Somerset (CTS) is seeking to appoint a new County Ecumenical 

Officer to work with church leaders, churches and other appro-
priate groups across the region of Somerset, BaNES and North 
Somerset from March 2021. They are seeking an able and in-
spiring person. For further information, including an application 
pack, please visit www.sctog.org.uk or contact Major Alan Dixon 

on sctogether@outlook.com  Closing date:for applications 12 noon on Friday 30th 
October 2020, Interview date Wednesday 2nd December 2020 
 
Churches Together in Somerset are also seeking a Honorary Treasurer— to oversight 
our finances.  The Honorary Treasurer’ role includes the monitoring of actual receipts 
and payments versus budget together with the provision of advice to the Standing 
Committee on any financial issue For more details contact Major Alan Dixon on 01249 
323475 or sctogether@outlook.com  
 
Christian Aid ‘Global Neighbours’ Autumn Appeal. Love never fails. In times of crisis, 
love unites us all. Many of you have shown great love in supporting Christian Aid . Our 
partner Soppexca is helping farming communities in Nicaragua to come together to 
support each other, shifting to climate-resistant cocoa to grow a sustainable liveli-
hood throughout the current COVID-19 crisis and beyond. This autumn, could you and 
your neighbours help more communities around the world still facing crisis? Please 
visit caid.org.uk/autumnresources  to see how you can support Christian Aid’s work,  
 
An opportunity for people who work in any field that requires them to have skills in 
listening and speaking in a discerning way, in formal and informal contexts. It is par-
ticularly suitable for people who work in pastoral settings – (hospitals, chaplaincies, 
prisons, in ministry). The Ignatian Spirituality Centre  are offering a course – which will 
take place via Zoom – for more information and to sign up go to:https://
www.pathwaystogod.org/courses-events-retreats/introduction-spiritual-
accompaniment-online-course?mc_cid=3e8656b200&mc_eid=8bd89354ce 
 

Principal Officer for Pentecostal, Charismatic and Multi-cultural Relations (lay or or-
dained) Due to the impending retirement of the current post holder, Churches To-
gether in England (CTE) is seeking an able and inspiring person to lead 
its work with Pentecostals, Charismatics and multiculturalism. For fur-
ther information, including an application pack, please visit 
www.cte.org.uk/PCMR_vacancy To arrange an informal conversation, 
please contact the General Secretary, Rev’d Dr. Paul Goodliff at 
paul.goodliff@cte.org.uk Closing date: 12 noon on Friday 30th October 2020 Interview 
date: w/c 16th November 2020 
 

Could you be the tastelife difference as COVID continues - when 
eating disorder sufferers will be even more in need of help? A Tastel-
ife Volunteer Course Leader, sponsored by your church  - live online 
Friday 9th - Sunday 11th October?  The training is ideal for volunteers 

in churches wishing to enhance their community and ministry outreach to suffering 
individuals of all ages and backgrounds. Accredited by the University of Brighton. 
More information on our website here. Get in touch now: 
carole.rutherfordmilligan@tastelifeuk.org  
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Contact Us: 

Give me a call for more information on ecumenical life, witness and mission 

.Churches Together in Somerset,  Alan Dixon, 8 Applewood Close, Chippenham SN14 

0JG Email sctogether@outlook.com Tel: 01249 323475     Mobile: 07496  674331   

The Relationships Academy are looking for 1000 Christian leaders to complete our Great Relationships Survey 
2020. The survey will help inform our work to provide relevant resources and support to the Church, to Christian 
leaders and to clergy in training. Here is the link to the survey: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
GreatRelationshipsSurvey2020 

 

Resources 
 
The Seasons of Creation resources can be found at here  
 
Climate Sunday Resources Climate Sunday. Local churches are encouraged to hold a 
local Climate Sunday any time during a one-year period starting on 6th September (the first 
Sunday in the annual season of Creation Time/Season of Creation).  
 

Go to https://mcusercontent.com/bac51d2c95abeab38a441f573/images/2397f057-2770-
43e8-911d-277e93821bf2.png for information on Harvest Festival resources 
 
The Arthur Rank Centre has long been known as a source of ideas and resources for rural 
churches,  have launched their Harvest 2020: Thank you to our farmers! campaign, in-
spired in large part by the recognition, of people across the UK have gained of the role ‘key 
workers’ have played in keeping us all going through the COVID-19 epidemic. 

 
Wishing you a Messy Christmas.  The Bible Reading Fellowship have produced a new resource to 
enable churches to embark on its own Messy Nativity Project to run through Advent, Christmas and 
towards Epiphany. Messy Nativity is available from www.brfonline.org.uk  priced £4.99 (plus p & p)   
The Seasons of Creation resources can be found at here  
 

Christmas Update! CPO Christmas Resources Coming Soon! It's highly likely this is going to be a Christmas like 
none before and we need to be prepared for a variety of potential situations.The creative team at CPO are cur-
rently working on a brand new and very exciting range of resources (including a short film!) to help you spread 
the good news of Christmas this year. Stay tuned for the big reveal coming soon! 
 
Final call Last call for orders of the 2020 Hope for All magazine. Order copies free from the HOPE shop. You can 
preview the magazine here on the hopeforall.org.uk website, which is designed to appeal to people exploring 
faith for themselves.  
 
I hope you have found something of interest in this ‘back to the normal length newsletter’. I'll be in touch again 
soon. 

 
"I lift up my eyes to the mountains— where does my help come from? My 
help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth." (Psalm 121:1,2) 
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