Frequently Asked Questions about Partnership in Mission (PiM)

What are PiM funds used for?
· PiM funds are used in resourcing our regional staff team, providing local mission grants, enabling access to Specialist Team support, and financially supporting the wider Baptist family.

What’s the difference between the ‘old’ method of raising funds for Home Mission (HM) and  PiM?
· The difference is in the direction of the flow of funds
· Previously churches would send their Home Mission (HM) giving directly to BUGB or indirectly to Webnet to subsequently pass on to BUGB
· Now churches are invited to send their (what would previously have been described as HM) giving directly to Webnet and Webnet will pass on to BUGB an agreed amount in support of the wider Baptisds 

Why change things – ‘if it ain’t broke…?’
· That’s precisely the point.  In recent years giving to HM has been on a downward trajectory – with funds mostly reducing year on year.  Historically, various changes have been proposed and some implemented, but without any great success – this has often amounted to considering different ways of ‘dividing the pie’.  We at Webnet would like to try to increase the size of ‘the pie’ and use this for the purposes of resourcing our regional staff team, local mission grants, enabling access to Specialist Team support,  and supporting the wider Baptist family.
· Our aim is that by increasing our focus on local mission (on what God is doing within our region), we will encourage a deeper passion and greater vision for God’s mission and the financial resources required to engage in it, and consequently see an increase in mission giving, benefitting both the regional and national Baptist family

Is Webnet allowed to do this?
· We have now reached an agreement with the BU Trustees and Chris Jones (BU Support Services Team Leader) for this change in the flow of funds, with the thought that PiM might possibly be considered as a pilot for a potential future alternative model.

Are we neglecting the wider Baptist family?
· Not at all.  In fact, Webnet is the only association which has guaranteed to forward to BUGB a specific amount of funding.  
· For 2024 we proposed Partnership in Mission be rolled out in line with Webnet’s budgeted contribution to the Common Purse for 2024, inclusive of housing allowance.  
· In addition to this, if Partnership in Mission outperforms the budgeted expectation, half the relevant surplus will be passed to the Common Purse and the other half used for mission in Webnet.  (It will, as it were, be a ‘win-win’ for everyone).

What’s happening to Home Mission Grants?
· With PiM, we are adopting the same processes and understanding that we utilised with regard to HM Grants.

Ideally how much should our church be contributing to the wider Baptist family 
· Historically, we have recommended that Baptist churches should tithe their annual general income.  This works out at 5% giving to BMS and 5% giving to Partnership in Mission.

How can we send our churches giving to Webnet (Partnership in Mission)?
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